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The Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development will be holding the
1999 Best Practices Symposium,
July 20 - 24, at the Kansas City
Convention Center in Kansas City,
Missouri.

Thisevent, “Building aBetter Tomor-
row: Best Practices and Technical As-
sistance Symposium, will bring together
HUD partners, including participants
from federal, state and local govern-
ments, universities, community-based
nonprofit organizations, faith-based
groups, other agencies and citizens to
recognize “Best Practices’ throughout
the United States. These Best Practice
Awards are the Academy Awards of
our industry. In past years, HUD has
had separate confer-

Building aBetter Tomorrow

theform of videos and publications. Ex-
hibitswill be running concurrently with
the symposium and will feature poster
exhibits from Best Practices, booth ex-
hibits, and a Cinema Showcase which
will include videos of HUD and HUD's
partners and projects.

The symposium offers a wonderful
opportunity to share your experiences
and learn from others who are creating
the highest quality housing and commu-
nity development programs in the coun-
try. Asyou listen to keynote speakers,
attend workshops, mix and mingle with
other participants, you will hear new
ideas, get advice, shareinformation, and
benefit from the experiences of others
who are making significant changes in
their communi-

ences featuring Best
Practices from dif-
ferent program ar-
eas. This year
projects from across
the entire depart-
ment will be hon-
ored.

The Center for
Community and In-
terfaith Partnerships
wants to be sure

The new deadline for
nominations is May 28.
Help us make sure
community and faith-based
organizations are
recognized for their
pioneering efforts in
housing and community
development.

ties.

In addition,
therewill be spe-
cialized techni-
cal assistance
for many pro-
gramsincluding:
consolidated
planning, con-
tinuum of care,
housing and
FHA programs,

faith and community

based organizations have a strong pres-
ence at the Best Practices Symposium.
We encourage you to nominate projects
you feel qualify as Best Practices as
well as attend the symposium. If you
nominate projects, you are encouraged
to submit supporting documentation in

and an updateon
the implementation of the Quality Hous-
ing and Work Responsibility Act with
guidance on Public Housing Agency Plan
implementation (including deconcentra-
tion strategies).

If your organization isinterested in ex-
continued top of next column....

...Continued from previous column

hibiting at the symposium, fill out and
submit the Exhibitor form at the web
page below. You will receive al the
information you will need to set up shop.

HUD anticipates some 3,000 partners
and granteesto attend. Although there
iS no registration fee associated with
this conference, hotel and travel costs
are the responsibility of attendees.

For more information or for nomina
tion forms, see the Building a Better
Tomorrow web page at www.hud.gov/
bestpractices.html or call 1-877-747-
3861. Also, fed free to contact the
Center for nomination forms.

K eegping You Connected

The Center for Community and In-
terfaith Partnershipswould like to thank
you for your assistance in keeping our
mailing list up to date and ensuring our
faxes, letters and issues of “Building
Communities Together” reach you.
Also, weappreciate your continued sup-
port and guidancein the stories you are
interesting in hearing. Please continue
to offer ideas and feedback on what
information is most useful.
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HUD Secretary Calls for Social Justice

On March 31, Secretary Cuomo ad-
dressed nearly 750 community devel-
opment practitioners and advocates at
the Washington Policy Conference co-
sponsored by the National Congressfor
Community Economic Development
(NCCED) and the Nationa Low-In-
comeHousing Coalition. Attendeesin-
cluded non-profits, community devel-
opment corporation directors and staff,
public housing residents, local govern-
ment and public housing agency offi-
cias, and community activists.

During a passion filled address the
Secretary drove home his belief that
only through a strong partnership be-
lief that only through a strong partner-
ship between community organizations

and local, state and federal government
can we overcome poverty and bring true
economic, socia and racial justiceto all
communities. Secretary Cuomo recog-
nized that neither local non-profits nor
thefederal government could sufficiently
revitalize communities while acting
alone.

While vowing to fight for every penny
of the $25 billion over 1999 levels that
the President has proposed for HUD in
fiscal year 2000, the Secretary urged
attendees to intensify their efforts and
invited them to partner with HUD with
the goal of bringing social, racia, and
economic justice to the communities not
yet benefiting from the strong economy.

| mportant

The Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development is distributing more
than 100,000 copiesof “ Are You a Vic-
tim of Housing Discrimination?”
around the country to make it easy for
people to file claims of illegal housing
discrimination. The announcement is
part of HUD’ s commemoration of Fair
Housing Monthin April.

Copies of the booklet have been dis-
tributed to HUD’s 81 field offices
around the country and are being made
availableto both public and private lo-
cal fair housing groups.

Organizations or individuals who
want the new brochure containing the
discrimination form can contact HUD’ s
Customer Service Center at 1-800-767-
7468, 0r TTY 1-800-877-8339 Monday
- Friday between 8 am. and 5:15 p.m.
EST or fax reguests to 202/708-2313.
or look to the internet at www.hud.gov/
hdiscrim.html where the form can be
filed electronicdly. Peoplewho believe
they’ve been harmed by housing dis-
crimination can also file clams with
HUD by calling 1-800-669-9777 or
TTY 1-800-927-9275.

Resour ces

Secretary Andrew Cuomo released a
study on April 28, 1999 during an ad-
dress at the National Press Club entitled
“Now Is The Time: Places Left Be-
hind In The New Economy.” This
study reports on the state of communi-
tiesstill struggling in the low lane of the
Nation’' sremarkable economic recovery.
This report focuses on ararely seen di-
mension of that expansion-- cities likely
to face long-term economic trouble if
they are not able to address core prob-
lems now, during the current boom.

The report concludes that “ America’s
economy offers the best opportunity in
ageneration” to help these communities
now because of low unemployment,
strong business growth, an aggressive
urban agenda and the balanced federa
budget created by Clinton Administra-
tion policies.

The report is available online at
www.hud.gov/news.html. Copies are
also available by contacting the Center
for Community and Interfaith Partner-
ships at 202/708-2404 or 1-800-308-
0395.

Featured Best Practice

Bloomington, Indiana: Created in
FY 1992 to serve the housing needs of
persons with disabilities, the Home
M odifications for Assisted Living
(HMAL) program alows participants
to remain in their homes and delay or
avoidingtitutionalization. The program
has components for assessment of hu-
man service needs and advocacy as-
sistance to enable the occupant to
achieve or maintain independence. The
city develops a need assessment for in-
dividualsand contractsfor the construc-
tion work. A local service agency
(Abilities Unlimited) assists with the
human service needs of the household.

Since 1992, the HM AL program has
provided assistance to 65 households
with an average cost of about $2500.
This accomplishment has endeared the
program to Bloomington residents.
More than half of the assistance
projects were completed in FY 96 and
FY 97. Inthe 1998 program year, the
program completed another 21 unitsin
the community.

Bruce Jennings, program administra-
tor, assures this program to be ex-
tremely smple to administer and easily
duplicated in other communities. Hewill
highlight HMAL at “ Assisted Technolo-
giesin the Heartland,” a conference on
peoplewith disabilitiesbeing heldin In-
dianapolis the end of April '99 aswell
as the Indiana Governor’s Conference
on Aging in October *99. Bruce would
be ddlighted to talk to other communi-
tiesabout establishing asimilar program.

Contact: Bruce Jennings, Department
of Housing and Neighborhood Devel-
opment, (812) 349-3401, Fax: (812) 349-
3582; jenningb@xcity.bloomington.in.us
HUD Rep: DoloresKozial, (317) 226-
5277, Fax: (317) 226-6317; e-mail:
Dolores H._Koziol@hud.gov

This information has been edited
from the John J. Gunther Best Prac-
tices web page at http://
www.hud.gov/ptw/menu.html
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